
 

Executive Summary
The research literature finds that growing up with unauthorized immigrant parents puts 
children at a disadvantage. Over the past decade, immigration reform that would provide 
a pathway to legal status for these parents stalled in Congress several times, and recently 
a federal appeals court upheld a lower court opinion suspending the Deferred Action for 
Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent Residents (DAPA)—an Obama administration 
initiative to extend work permits and a temporary reprieve from deportation to unauthor-
ized immigrant parents. Absent major policy changes, millions of children will continue 
living in mixed-status families with at least one citizen or legal immigrant child and at least 
one parent who is an unauthorized immigrant.

Drawing on innovative Migration Policy Institute (MPI) assignments of unauthorized status 
to noncitizens using U.S. Census Bureau data, this fact sheet examines the number, charac-
teristics, and socioeconomic status of children in these mixed-status families, both those 
who are U.S. citizens and those who are not.

There were 5.1 million U.S. children under age 18 living with at least one unauthorized 
immigrant parent during the 2009-13 period examined (MPI pooled five years of Census 
Bureau data to develop the most accurate estimates possible). The vast majority of these 
children—79 percent, or 4.1 million—were U.S. citizens. The share of children who were 
themselves unauthorized rose with age: from 3 percent for ages 0-2, to 17 percent at ages 
5-11, and 41 percent for ages 15-17. 

Children of unauthorized immigrants are more exposed to a number of risk factors than 
children of immigrants generally and all U.S. children, including:

�� Lower preschool enrollment. Children ages 3-4 with unauthorized immigrant 
parents were less likely to be enrolled in preschool: 37 percent versus 45 percent 
among children of immigrants generally and 48 percent for the entire U.S. child 
population. 

�� Linguistic isolation. At all ages, children with unauthorized parents were more 
likely to be linguistically isolated, in other words living in a household lacking Eng-
lish proficiency among household members ages 14 and older. Overall, 43 percent 
were linguistically isolated, compared to 24 percent for all children of immigrants 
and 6 percent for all U.S. children. 

�� Limited English proficiency. Children ages 5 and older with unauthorized im-
migrant parents were more likely than children of immigrants generally and the 
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overall U.S. population to be Limited 
English Proficient (LEP) themselves 
(27 percent versus 16 percent and 
3.4 percent respectively), a gap that 
closed with age.

�� Poverty. Three-quarters of children 
with unauthorized immigrant par-
ents had family incomes below the 
threshold for free and reduced price 
school lunches: 185 percent of the 
federal poverty level (FPL). In con-
trast, 51 percent of children of all im-
migrants and 40 percent of the entire 
U.S. child population lived in families 
with incomes below this threshold. 

�� Reduced socioeconomic progress. 
In contrast to the experience of U.S. 
children generally, children with 
unauthorized immigrant parents did 
not experience falling poverty as they 
made the transition from childhood 
to adolescence, a finding that rein-
forces the impact of parental legal 
status on socioeconomic integration. 

Eighty-six percent of these children would 
have a parent eligible for the DAPA program 
as proposed by President Obama in Novem-
ber 2014. Twenty-six states challenged the 
DAPA program in federal court and won an 
injunction suspending its implementation; 
the injunction is unlikely to be lifted until 
summer 2016 at the earliest. MPI analysis 
shows that 42 percent of all children of un-
authorized immigrants lived in the 26 states 
joining the legal challenge. As appeal to the 
injunction awaits a likely Supreme Court 
review, some of these states are implement-
ing policies that could compound the negative 
effects of parental unauthorized status on 
children. Texas, for example, has restricted 
unauthorized immigrants’ ability to obtain 
birth certificates for their newborn U.S.-
citizen children. North Carolina has enacted 
legislation restricting the use of foreign IDs 
to access government benefits or services. If 
other states follow suit, the well-being of chil-
dren in mixed-status families could become 
even more precarious.

I.	 Introduction 
The research literature indicates that grow-
ing up with unauthorized immigrant par-
ents places children at a disadvantage. For 
instance, parents’ unauthorized status is 
associated with lower child cognitive devel-
opment and educational progress across the 
early and middle years due to lower incomes, 
fewer family resources for child supervision 
and care, and the lack of autonomy associated 
with the low-skilled jobs such parents often 
perform.1 Older children of the unauthorized 
complete significantly fewer years of formal 
schooling than those with legal immigrant 
parents. Differences in educational attain-
ment are observed even among children born 
in the United States to unauthorized immi-
grants.2

Barring major policy changes, the devel-
opment of these young children will take 
place in families disadvantaged by parental 
unauthorized status. Current U.S. immigra-
tion policies offer few avenues for parents to 
resolve their status. Over the past decade, im-
migration reform that would provide a path-
way to legal status stalled in Congress several 
times. In early 2015, a federal court in Texas, 
later upheld by the Fifth U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals, blocked implementation of the 
Obama administration’s Deferred Action for 
Parents of Americans and Lawful Permanent 
Residents (DAPA) initiative that would extend 
work permits and a temporary reprieve from 
deportation to unauthorized parents of U.S.-
citizen and legal immigrant children. 

This fact sheet employs U.S. Census Bureau 
data to examine the number, characteristics, 
and socioeconomic status of children, both 
U.S. citizen and noncitizen, who have unau-
thorized immigrant parents. The analysis be-
low explores the prevalence of mixed-status 
families (those with unauthorized immigrant 
parents and U.S.-citizen children), updating 
the literature examining them. Indeed, as the 
data described below show, having a parent 
who is unauthorized is strongly associated 
with child poverty and limited English skills 
among both adults and children in the family. 
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The fact sheet also focuses on how many chil-
dren might have parents protected from depor-
tation under the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program implemented in 2012, 
and the proposed DAPA program, which was 
announced by President Obama in November 
2014 but suspended because of a legal chal-
lenge filed by 26 states.3

After a brief review of methods, the fact sheet 
describes the citizenship and immigration 
status of children with unauthorized immigrant 
parents, and then addresses their age structure, 
variations in status by age, school enrollment 
patterns, and distribution across states. It then 
explores the English proficiency of parents and 
children, family incomes, and parental eligi-
bility for the DAPA and DACA programs (see 
Appendix tables for numbers by state). A com-

panion spreadsheet offers detailed estimates of 
this population for 102 major counties.4 

II.	 Number and Characteristics  
of Children with Unauthorized 
Immigrant Parents 

Authoritative estimates by several organiza-
tions indicate there are between 11 million and 
11.5 million unauthorized immigrants in the 
United States.5 The Migration Policy Institute 
(MPI) estimates that there were 5.1 million 
children under age 18 with at least one unau-
thorized immigrant parent in the 2009-13 pe-
riod, representing 30 percent of all children of 
immigrants and 7 percent of the total U.S. child 

Data and Methods

The estimates in this fact sheet are drawn from the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2009-13 American Community Sur-
vey (ACS), with immigration status assigned based on responses to another Census Bureau survey, the 2008 
Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP). The ACS has detailed information on immigrants, including 
their citizenship, period of entry, and country of birth, but not their immigration status. The SIPP includes im-
migration status data but has a much smaller sample—one that is representative at the national level but not 
adequate for detailed state or local analysis. 

In consultation with demographers, MPI has developed an innovative method to link the immigration status 
information in the SIPP to the more comprehensive data in the ACS. Jennifer Van Hook at The Pennsylvania 
State University advised in the development of the methodology, and James Bachmeier and Colin Hammar at 
Temple University conducted the analysis. They used a statistical technique known as multiple imputation to 
link the two surveys and assign immigration status to noncitizens in the ACS based on the status of nonciti-
zens with similar characteristics in the SIPP. MPI researchers provided guidance on properly assigning legal 
permanent resident (LPR), temporary legal immigrant, and unauthorized status. 

Using this method, immigrants are disaggregated into naturalized citizens, noncitizens who are legally present 
(including legal permanent residents and those with temporary visas), and unauthorized immigrants. Children 
of unauthorized immigrants reside with at least one unauthorized parent; these children are further disaggre-
gated by their own immigration status: citizen, legally present, or unauthorized.

For more on the methodology, see Jeanne Batalova, Sarah Hooker, and Randy Capps, DACA at the Two-Year 
Mark: A National and State Profile of Youth Eligible and Applying for Deferred Action (Washington, DC, Migration 
Policy Institute, 2014), www.migrationpolicy.org/research/daca-two-year-mark-national-and-state-profile-
youth-eligible-and-applying-deferred-action; and Jennifer Van Hook, James D. Bachmeier, Donna L. Coffman, 
and Ofer Harel, “Can we spin straw into gold? An evaluation of immigrant legal status imputation approaches,” 
Demography vol. 52, no. 1(2015): 329-54.

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/daca-two-year-mark-national-and-state-profile-youth-eligible-and-applying-deferred-action
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/daca-two-year-mark-national-and-state-profile-youth-eligible-and-applying-deferred-action
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population. The great majority, 4.1 million (79 
percent) of these children were U.S. citizens—
mostly by birth, but in rare cases by naturaliza-
tion (see Figure 1).6 An estimated 959,000 (19 
percent) were themselves unauthorized, and 
113,000 were legally present—including legal 
permanent residents (LPRs) and those with 
temporary visas.7 

A.	 Age Distribution of Children

The children of the unauthorized are slightly 

more concentrated in the early years, when 
compared to other U.S. children (see Table 1).8 

B.	 Variations in Child Immigration Status  
by Age

Older children are more likely to be unauthor-
ized, while younger children are more likely to 
be U.S. citizens. During the 2009-13 period, the 
share of children with unauthorized immigrant 
parents who were themselves unauthorized 
rose from 3 percent for ages 0-2 to 17 percent 

Figure 1. Citizenship and Immigration Status of Children (under age 18) with Unauthorized 
Immigrant Parents, 2009-13 

US citizen, 79%

Legal (LPR and other legal 
status), 2%

Unauthorized, 
19%

Source: Migration Policy Institute (MPI) analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data from the 2009-13 American Community Survey 
(ACS) pooled, and 2008 Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) by Colin Hammar and James Bachmeier of Temple 
University and Jennifer Van Hook of The Pennsylvania University, Population Research Institute.

Table 1. Age Distributions of Children (under age 18) by Parental Nativity and Legal Status, (%), 
2009-13

Ages 
Children of 

Unauthorized 
Immigrants

Children of All 
Immigrants Total Child Population

0-2 18 16 16
3-4 13 12 11
5-11 40 40 39
12-14 15 17 17
15-17 13 16 17

Source: MPI analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau 2009-13 ACS, pooled, and 2008 SIPP by Hammar, Bachmeier, and Van 
Hook.
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for ages 5 to 11, and to 41 percent for those 
ages 15-17 (see Figure 2). Children in early 
education programs and elementary schools 
who have unauthorized immigrant parents 
are for the most part U.S. citizens and there-
fore eligible for health care and other public 
benefits. Older children enrolled in middle and 
high schools, however, are more likely to be 
doubly disadvantaged by their own unauthor-
ized status and that of their parents, compli-
cating access to benefits, inhibiting parental 
engagement in school, and potentially limiting 
economic opportunities, aspirations, daily rou-
tines, and social networks.9 

C.	 English Proficiency of Unauthorized  
Immigrant Families and Children

Forty-three percent of children with unauthor-
ized immigrant parents were linguistically 
isolated, i.e., they lived in households where no 
one age 14 or older spoke English very well. 
By contrast, only 24 percent of all children 
of immigrants and 6 percent of the total U.S. 
population under age 18 were linguistically 

isolated. Fifty-two percent of children of the 
unauthorized ages 0 to 4 were linguistically 
isolated, compared to only 13 percent of those 
ages 15 to 17 (see Figure 3). (At older ages, the 
children themselves often speak English; as 
a result the household is no longer classified 
as linguistically isolated.) Linguistic isola-
tion represents an important risk factor for 
child development, as parents without strong 
English skills generally fare poorly in the U.S. 
labor market and have difficulty navigating 
institutions such as public schools, preschool 
programs, and health and social service provid-
ers.10

English proficiency can have a significant, 
enduring impact on children’s school per-
formance, later socioeconomic status, and 
integration into U.S. society. When it comes 
to English proficiency, the immigration status 
of the child appears to matter more than the 
status of the parents. Across all age groups, 
U.S.-citizen children with unauthorized immi-
grant parents were less likely to be LEP than 
noncitizen children (see Figure 4).11 Further, 
the LEP rates of citizen children declined as 
they aged, while rates for noncitizens did not. 

Figure 2. Immigration Status of Children (under age 18) with Unauthorized Immigrant Parents, 
by Age Group, (%), 2009-13 
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Source: MPI analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau 2009-13 ACS, pooled, and 2008 SIPP by Hammar, Bachmeier, and Van 
Hook.
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Similarly, among all children of immigrants 
(regardless of parental legal status), noncitizen 
children had higher LEP rates than U.S.-citizen 
children, with noncitizens showing no gains in 
proficiency after age 12. One explanation for 
the better outcomes for citizen children is that, 
unlike their noncitizen counterparts, they were 
born in the United States and likely spent their 
entire school careers in U.S. schools. Noncitizen 
children are more likely have received some 
schooling outside the United States in languag-
es other than English. 

D.	 Family Income

Another common risk factor among children 
of the unauthorized is their families’ low in-
comes, which have been associated with poor 
health outcomes, developmental delays, and 
low school achievement.12 Three-quarters of 
children with an unauthorized immigrant par-
ent lived in families with incomes below 185 
percent of the federal poverty level (FPL) in 
2009-13—the threshold for the federal Free 
and Reduced Price Lunch (FRPL) and Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC) programs. By 
contrast, 51 percent of children of immigrants 

overall and 40 percent of all U.S. children lived 
in families with incomes below this threshold. 

In the general population, poverty fell substan-
tially as children aged, but it remained stub-
bornly high among children in both immigrant 
and unauthorized immigrant families (see 
Figure 5). Declines in poverty from younger 
to older age groups were much smaller for 
children of the unauthorized (3 percent) and 
children of all immigrants (4 percent) than for 
the entire U.S. child population (11 percent). 
Thus children of the unauthorized were not 
only much more likely to experience poverty, 
but also less likely to see it decline across child-
hood and through adolescence.

E.	 Preschool Enrollment among Young  
Children

Enrollment in preschool can help offset some 
of the income, English language, and parental 
status disadvantages faced by young children in 
unauthorized immigrant families. The pre-
school enrollment of children ages 3 to 4 with 
unauthorized parents (37 percent), however, 
lagged the enrollment of children of all im-
migrants (45 percent) and the total U.S. child 

Figure 3. Linguistic Isolation among Children of Immigrants (under age 18), by Age Group and 
Parental Legal Status, (%), 2009-13 
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population (48 percent) (see Figure 6).13 A re-
cent report from the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) found a 
wide difference in the achievement test scores 
of immigrant children who arrived before 
age 6 between those who attended preschool 
education and those who did not. Using tests 
administered to children at age 15 by the OECD 
Program for International Student Assessment 
(PISA), analysts found a gap of 150 points or 
the equivalent of four years of schooling be-

tween children who had and had not attended 
preschool.14 

Except for enrollment in preschool at ages 
3-4, the children of the unauthorized were for 
the most part fully enrolled in school (with 
rates exceeding 95 percent during the elemen-
tary, middle, and high school years). However 
among 15- to 17-year-old unauthorized immi-
grant children with no parents in the house-
hold, the enrollment rate fell to 71 percent. 

Figure 4. Limited English Proficiency of Children (ages 5-17), by Parental Legal Status and by 
Child Age and Citizenship, (%), 2009-13 
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Note: Limited English Proficient (LEP) refers to any person age 5 and older who reported speaking English less than “very well” 
as classified by the U.S. Census Bureau.  
Source: MPI analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau 2009-13 ACS, pooled, and 2008 SIPP by Hammar, Bachmeier, and Van 
Hook.

Figure 5. Children in Low-Income Families (under age 18), by Age Group and by Parental 
Nativity and Legal Status, (%), 2009-13 
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These unauthorized youth lived with unrelated 
adults or other youth, and were more likely to 
be in the labor force.

F.	 State Distribution of Children with  
Unauthorized Parents 

Children of immigrants, including those with 
unauthorized immigrant parents, are highly 
concentrated in a handful of states. The top five 
immigrant-receiving states—California, Texas, 
New York, Illinois, and Florida—accounted 
for 60 percent of children of unauthorized 
immigrants. California alone was home to 29 
percent and Texas 16 percent (see Table 2). 
In California, Texas, and Arizona the children 
of unauthorized immigrants made up 17, 13, 
and 10 percent respectively of the entire state 
child population—the highest shares in the 
country. Children of unauthorized immigrants 
comprised 30 percent or more of all children 
of immigrants in almost half (24) of the states, 
with North Carolina having the largest share, at 
47 percent. (See Appendix, Table A-1 for more 
states.)

Of the ten states with the largest popula-
tions of children with unauthorized parents, 
half (Texas, Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, 

and Arizona) joined the federal lawsuit that 
blocked the DAPA program as it was on the 
verge of being implemented. Together 42 per-
cent of all children of the unauthorized lived 
in the 26 states signing onto the lawsuit (see 
Appendix Table A-1 for numbers by state).15 

Another way to sort states is by the share of 
children of immigrants with unauthorized 
parents. Using this metric, all ten states with 
the highest shares of children of immigrants 
with unauthorized immigrant parents joined 
the DAPA lawsuit: North Carolina, Arkansas, 
South Carolina, Alabama, Georgia, Tennessee, 
Oklahoma, Mississippi, Idaho, and Texas. Most 
are located in Southeast and South; many are 
“new-growth” states that saw rapid rises in 
legal and illegal immigration over the past two 
decades.16 Thus participation in the lawsuit to 
stop DACA may signify a backlash against un-
authorized immigrant families in those states 
where this population has grown most rapidly 
or represents the greatest share of all immi-
grant families.

III.	 Eligibility for Deferred Action 
Programs 

Figure 6. Preschool Enrollment of Children (ages 3 to 4), by Parental Nativity and Legal Status, 
(%), 2009-13
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Source: MPI analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau 2009-13 ACS, pooled, and 2008 SIPP by Hammar, Bachmeier, and Van 
Hook.



Fact Sheet

9
Migration Policy Institute

A.	 Parental Eligibility for DAPA 

The DAPA program, if implemented, would 
have a potentially broad reach to mixed-status 
families. Unauthorized immigrants who are 
parents of citizens or LPRs and who have five 
years or more of continuous U.S. residence 
could qualify (provided they meet other cri-
teria). According to MPI’s analysis, 86 percent 
of children of the unauthorized, or 4.4 million 
children, have parents who would potentially 
qualify.17 The share of children with DAPA-
eligible parents is high at all ages, ranging from 
83 percent to 86 percent of children depending 
on the age group (see Figure 7). DAPA’s broad 
reach across all age ranges—including older 
ones—indicates that many families with older 
unauthorized immigrant children also contain 
younger citizen children, adding another layer 
of complexity to these mixed-status families. 
By removing the potential threat of parental 
deportation and improving parents’ employ-
ment prospects via work authorization, DAPA 
could be highly protective for both younger and 
older children.

At the same time, lack of parental legal status 
continues to put millions of children at risk for 
deportation of the household head. Some states 
that signed onto the lawsuit to suspend DAPA 
are developing policies that could also have 
negative effects on children with unauthorized 
immigrant parents. For instance, Texas in 2015 
limited the types of identification that parents 
can use to obtain birth certificates, with the re-
sult that some unauthorized immigrant parents 
are unable to obtain certificates for children 
born in Texas.18 Though implemented so far in 
just a handful of counties along the Texas-Mex-
ico border, this policy has the potential to bar 
access of Texas-born children with unauthor-
ized immigrant parents to schooling, health 
care, and other basic benefits and services. Also 
in 2015, North Carolina enacted legislation that 
prohibits state and local government agencies 
from accepting identification documents from 
foreign governments (typically consular docu-
ments known as matricula consular)—often the 
only form of ID that unauthorized immigrants 
have.19 The result of the North Carolina law 
could be that parents who are unauthorized are 
unable to prove residence or otherwise docu-

Table 2. Ten States with Largest Populations of Children of Unauthorized Immigrants (under 
age 18) and their Shares of Overall Immigrant and Entire Child Populations, (%), 2009-13

State
Children of 

Unauthorized  
Immigrants

Children 
of All 

Immigrants

Total Child 
Population

Children of Unauthorized 
Immigrants as Share of...

Children of All 
Immigrants (%)

Total Child 
Population 

(%)
United States 5,127,000 17,317,000 70,596,000 30                      7 
California 1,481,000 4,475,000 8,827,000 33                    17 
Texas 834,000 2,289,000 6,608,000 36                    13 
New York 293,000 1,449,000 4,112,000 20                      7 
Illinois 249,000 794,000 2,969,000 31                      8 
Florida 215,000 1,175,000 3,820,000 18                      6 
Georgia 188,000 467,000 2,373,000 40                      8 
North Carolina 179,000 381,000 2,176,000 47                      8 
New Jersey 168,000 697,000 1,970,000 24                      9 
Arizona 149,000 463,000 1,559,000 32                    10 
Washington 109,000 415,000 1,524,000 26                      7 

Source: MPI analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau 2009-13 ACS, pooled, and 2008 SIPP by Hammar, Bachmeier, and Van 
Hook.
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ment eligibility for health care and other ben-
efits for their U.S.-born children. It is unclear 
whether similar efforts to limit the benefits and 
services available to children in unauthorized 
immigrant families will spread to other states.

B.	 Child and Parental Eligibility for DACA 

The DACA program announced in 2012—for 
unauthorized youth who entered the United 
States before age 16 and are enrolled in school 
or meet educational attainment and other 
requirements—remains in force but expan-
sions announced in 2014 alongside DAPA have 
been suspended by the courts.20 Unauthor-
ized immigrant youth who have been in the 
United States for at least five years, arrived 
in the country before age 16, and who are in 
high school or have graduated are potentially 
eligible for DACA.21 About one-third (219,000) 

of unauthorized immigrant children ages 15 to 
17 were immediately eligible for the DACA pro-
gram in 2013; younger children do not qualify 
until they reach age 15. Like DAPA, the DACA 
program extends relief from deportation and 
work authorization to beneficiaries. Research-
ers have documented the substantial benefits 
that DACA provides in terms of better jobs, im-
proved access to education, and access to other 
benefits such as driver’s licenses.22 

Additionally, 202,000 children across all age 
ranges (4 percent of children of the unauthor-
ized) had parents who would qualify for DACA 
under current rules.23 Parental DACA eligibil-
ity was higher for younger children, and so 
the share of children with parents eligible for 
DACA or DAPA was about 10 percentage points 
higher (93 percent versus 83 percent) among 
those ages 0-4 than among those ages 12-17 
(see Figure 8). 

Figure 7. Children (under age 18) with Unauthorized Immigrant Parents Eligible for DAPA, by 
Age Group, (%), 2009-13 
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IV.	 Conclusion
Using innovative demographic techniques for 
assigning legal status to examine the number of 
children with unauthorized immigrant par-
ents, their citizenship and legal status, other 
sociodemographic characteristics, and distri-
bution across states, this analysis explores the 
reach of President Obama’s deferred action 
programs to the parents of U.S.-citizen children. 

The number of children under age 18 living in 
families with unauthorized immigrant parents 
is substantial: 5.1 million during the 2009-13 
period surveyed, with 4.1 million being U.S. 
citizens. The penetration of the Deferred Action 
for Parents of Americans and Lawful Perma-
nent Residents (DAPA) program would be quite 
wide when it comes to this population: 86 per-
cent of such children, of all ages, have parents 
who would be eligible for relief from deporta-
tion as well as work authorization according 
to the criteria set out in the November 2014 
executive action announcement. 

Migration Policy Institute analysis of the age 
distribution of children with unauthorized im-
migrant parents shows that most (71 percent) 
were under age 11; 28 percent were ages 12–
17.  Institutionally, this age distribution means 
that outreach programs to enroll parents who 
could potentially benefit from DAPA or a legal-
ization program enacted by Congress would 
likely reach the greatest numbers through 
elementary schools and preschool programs, 
though sizeable numbers also attend middle 
and high schools.

Not surprisingly, children in families with 
unauthorized immigrant parents have more 
exposure to a number of risk factors than 
children of immigrants generally and all U.S. 
children. One such factor—linguistic isolation 
(which takes into account parental English 
proficiency)—declines as these children age. 
Another—low incomes—does not decline as 
children make the transition from childhood 
to adolescence, in sharp contrast to the experi-
ence of U.S. children generally. 

Figure 8. Children (under age 18) Immediately Eligible for DACA and with Parents Immediately 
Eligible for DACA, by Age Group, (%), 2009-13
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if they enrolled in an adult education program; the number enrolling in such a program is not recorded in the ACS data employed. 
Source: MPI analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau 2009-13 ACS, pooled, and 2008 SIPP by Hammar, Bachmeier, and Van 
Hook.
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Finally, when it comes to the state distribu-
tion of children with unauthorized immigrant 
parents, this analysis finds that many are 
concentrated in states that challenged the 
proposed DAPA program in court. Indeed the 
ten states whose children of immigrant popu-
lations had the highest ratios of those born to 
unauthorized immigrant parents joined the 
legal challenge to the administration’s plan, as 
did five out of ten states with the largest overall 
unauthorized populations. Regardless of the 

legal merits of the case, the suspension of the 
DAPA program has meant that large numbers of 
children continue to experience the well-docu-
mented disadvantages that flow from living in 
families with unauthorized immigrant parents. 
And as states such as Texas and North Carolina 
directly or indirectly further restrict the rights 
and benefits for children with unauthorized 
immigrant parents, even if U.S. born, those in 
mixed-status families may indeed face further 
disadvantage. 
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Table A-2. Number and Share (%) of U.S. Citizens among Children (under age 18) with 
Unauthorized Immigrant Parents, by State, 2009-13

State
Children of 

Unauthorized 
Immigrants

U.S.-Citizen Children 
of Unauthorized 

Immigrants

U.S.-Citizen Share 
of  Children of 
Unauthorized 

Immigrants (%)

United States           5,127,000        4,056,000 79.1
Alabama                32,000             24,000 75.0
Alaska                  2,000               1,000 73.8
Arizona              149,000           119,000 80.2
Arkansas                32,000             25,000 78.0
California           1,481,000        1,217,000 82.2
Colorado                90,000             71,000 79.1
Connecticut                30,000             22,000 73.4
Delaware                10,000               9,000 85.5
District of Columbia                  8,000               6,000 73.7
Florida              215,000           164,000 76.6
Georgia              188,000           148,000 78.5
Hawaii                  7,000               5,000 67.6
Idaho                21,000             16,000 79.0
Illinois              249,000           205,000 82.1
Indiana                48,000             37,000 76.0
Iowa                20,000             14,000 73.6
Kansas                36,000             27,000 76.3
Kentucky                21,000             15,000 73.0
Louisiana                18,000             13,000 74.4
Maryland                90,000             67,000 74.0
Massachusetts                53,000             38,000 72.7
Michigan                48,000             35,000 73.1
Minnesota                44,000             32,000 72.6
Mississippi                10,000               7,000 75.8
Missouri                26,000             19,000 73.4
Nebraska                22,000             17,000 77.6
Nevada                70,000             56,000 80.8
New Hampshire                  4,000               3,000 73.8
New Jersey              168,000           128,000 76.1
New Mexico                38,000             28,000 73.1
New York              293,000           229,000 78.1
North Carolina              179,000           140,000 78.6
Ohio                35,000             25,000 71.7
Oklahoma                41,000             32,000 78.1
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Oregon                62,000             49,000 78.7
Pennsylvania                46,000             32,000 69.2
Rhode Island                10,000               8,000 77.6
South Carolina                42,000             32,000 76.7
South Dakota                  2,000               1,000 68.2
Tennessee                57,000             43,000 75.7
Texas              834,000           667,000 80.1
Utah                45,000             34,000 75.9
Virginia                97,000             74,000 76.4
Washington              109,000             85,000 77.5
West Virginia                  2,000               1,000 69.8
Wisconsin                38,000             28,000 75.6
Wyoming                  3,000               2,000 70.7

Source: MPI analysis of data from U.S. Census Bureau 2009-13 ACS, pooled, and 2008 SIPP by Hammar, Bachmeier, and Van 
Hook.
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